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ABSTRACT 

Racial residential segregation persists at high 
levels in all American cities with sizeable black populations. In 
1980, 28 cities with black populations of more than 100,000 were home 
for 9.7 mill^or; blacks, more than a third of all American blacks. The 
average segrec^ation index score for these cities was 81, when 100 
means that every city block is either 100 percent black or 0 percent 
black. Neither the size of the black population nor its percentage of 
the total city population can be used to predict how segregated a 
city is. Racial exposure measures, which calculate the extent to 
which blacks are exposed to nonblack residents in their home 
neighborhoods, and similarly, nonblacks to black residents, also 
indicate the extent of racial segregation in the 28 cities. The 1980 
average segregation index score has declined from the 87 of 1970, 
thus continuing the trend that was apparent in the 1960s. More rapid 
declines are possible, as shown by 8 individual city scores which 
declined by over 10 points. Seven cities, however, failed to decline 
by more than two points. Reasons for the differences are not known. 
(CMG) 
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MCU^IDEHTIAL SEGflECATIOH, 28 CITIES. 19?0-I980 'I 
Karl Taeuber 
Harch, 1)83 

Racial residential aegregatlon pjrjljH at high levtU In all 
Anerlcan oltl«j that h»»e slzabU black populations. In 1980, th« 28 
oltl«s that had a black population greater than lOO.Oflfl were h(«e for 
9.? Rlllluii blacks, tort than one-third of the nation's total. The 
avsrage segregation Inden score calculated frot 1980 census data for 
these 28 cities was 81. '2 The segregation Indei (leohnlcallr the 
Indei of dlJsUUarlty) ranges froi 100 when every city block is 
either 100> black or OJ black, to zero when every city block has the 
sa«e ratio of blacks to total as the entire olty. Segregation Indices 
and other aeosures for the 28 cities are listed in Table 1. 

Two of these cities have segregation Indices above 90: Chicago 
(92) and Cleveland (91). Fifteen cities have Indices In the 80a and 9 
cities have Indices In the TOs. Two have lower Indices! Gary (68) 

and Oakland (59). 

Slie of black population is no predictor of how segregated a olty 
Is. Hew york City, with a black population of 1.8 illUon, Is 2Hh on 
the list with an l«de« of 75. Chicago, with a black population of 1.2 
.ullUcn, lops the list , with an indei of 92. Other cities with aore 
than one-liair «llllon black population In 1980 are Detroit (759.000 
blacks; lnde« of 73). Philadelphia (639 . 000 : 88), and Los Angeles 
(505,000; 81). 
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HellUr Is black percentage a predictor of the level of 
residential segregation. Among cities with a black Mjorlty, ttlanti 
(6]» black; Indei of 86) and Baltlnore (551 black; also 86) have the 
fifth and slilh highest segregation Indlcas, whereas Detroit (63J 
.blaclt; 73) «nd Gary (7K black; 68) are 26th and 27th aiong the 28 
cities, 

Although all 28 cities are racially aegregated, there 1» ^ 
variation awng the cities In bom of the wnlfestatloiw of 
segregation, Eitreie racial separation Is Indicated by coiplete 
racial howgenelty aiong residents of Individual olty blocks. 
Blrnlnghai tops this Hat with Wt of Us blacks living In blocks 
occupied solely by blacks. Other cities above 301 on this wasure are 
Jacksonville, Itenphls, and Mctaond. In eight cities, fewer than lOJ 
of blacks live In raolally hoMgeneous blocks; lew tork Is at^hT^ 
bottoi of the list with only l.5t. 

Anong nonblacks, living In racially how^enous blocks IJ 
typically «re coaBon." Cleveland and St. Louis top the list with Ml 
living In blocks with no black resldeats. The percentage drops beloM 
10 In only two cities, Washington and Oakland. The definition of 
racial liowgenelty used for these data-IOOJ black or lOOt 
nonblack-ls quite stringent. If the definition were eased, so that 
blocks with fewer than 51 of the other race were still regarded as 
hoBOgeneous, the percentages of blacks and nonblacks living in 
racially Iwtogeneous blocks would be luch higher than those cited. 

Ilaclal "eiposure" leasures are another Indicator of racial 
separation In Aaerlcan cities. If we suppose that the city blook on 
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■ which » p«r«on Uvm oonitltul«« hla hon n«lghborho<xl, w lay wk to 
Hhit titent irt bl»okj eiposed to nonblack raaldsnts In their hoie 
n«l|hborhoo(l3? Oiid«r ooipl«t» seirnillon, upojuro of blaoki to 
nooblacks would b« uro. Mtr OMplete Integritlon, each bUok would 
be eJpojed to the olty proportion of nonblaoka. The "eapoaure Indea" 
Is th« mtm percenlije nonblack for bliok residents, »«ong the 28 
clllM, the exposure of blacks to nonblacks rsnua froB 3l» (Colwbus) 
to n (Atlanta). Other cities with an Indei below lOt are;,Baltl«orei 
Blrnlnghaa, Chicago, Cleveland, St, Loula, and Vashlnglon, In all of 
these cities, tliere are enough nonblacks that the Indei would be 30} 
or higher If thera were ooiplita residential Integration, 

There Is a corresponding enposure Indei to waiure the eipojure 
of nonblacks to blacks. It 1» the average percentage of blfoks on the 
block, calculated for nonblack resldenU. Awnj the 26 cities, the 
eiposure of nonblacks to blacks ranges froi ]ii {kti) to 51 
(Chicago). Fifteen cities have an Indei below lOJ, while only four 

have an lnde> above 20t. 

Previous studies of the trend In racial residential segregation 
have described changes during the period 1910 to 1970. '3 During the 
1910s, segregation Indloes persisted at high levels In northern cities 
and typically increased In southern cities. During the 19503, 
residential Jegregallon In southern cities continued , to intensify, 
while lany northern cities enperlenoed aall declines. During the 
1960s, snail reductions in segregation wer« eomon aaong cities li) oU 
regions. 



Pageil 

Knowledgeable observers have different opinions about the trend 
In residential segregation during the I970J. Soie eipeoted the 198O 
segregation indicea to reveal increases sinos 1910. This anticipation 
was based on. the obvious, awintenance of central oily black 
populations, rapid white population departure froi central oltlei to 
suburbs, the oontinualion of institutional forces that proiote and 
laintain racial segregation in housing, the peraistenoe of raoiil 
prejudice, and the low political and financial priority put on fair 

housing efforts. 

Other students of residential legregation eipeoted the data to 
reveal that the 19105 had brought sharper deolines than prevailed 
during the I960a, Attitude surveys suggested declining levels of 
racial prejudice. Tlie I96B federal fair Iwujing law and the Supreie 
Court decision In the m« year deolaring all bouaing discrimination 
illegal provided new legal recourse. These, together with lany state 
and local fair housing laws and organiiations, seeied during the I910J 
to be having so« influence in opening up the suburbs and reduolng 
white panic jelling In racially nixed neighborhoods. The 19T0J also 
witnessed a sharp decline In rates of black population growth In lost 
cities, thus reducing the pent-up denand for twusing and slowing the 
traditional rapid racial transition In areas newly opened up to 
blacks. 

Neither ejpectatlon was fully borne out. In 1970, the average 
segregation Indei for the 28 cities was 81. Tlw ^eoU"" It 1" 1980 
continues the trend that was apparent In the 196O8, but without luoh' 
acceleration. The pattern of decline In both decades lay be 
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oharaoterlied as a slow dovmward drift. IJ«oUnea of 6 polnta a d«oadc 
fer the next 50 yeara would atlll leave th« average olty with an Index 
above 50. 

The trend data for 1970 to 1980 dwnstrate the posalblllty of 
rapid , decllnea. Eight of the 28 oltlea had decllnea of more than 10 
points. Dallas, Jaoksonvllle, Houston, Mashvllla, and Richmond all 
were above 90 In 1970 and deollne<S Mor« than 10 points. Colunbus 
(Ohio). Gary, and Oakland also declined nope than 10 points, even 
though their 1970 scores were already below average. Research should 
be directed to discerning what aoocunta for these large declines, and 
why 7 other oltles failed to decline by »or« than 2 points. 



7 



Paje 6 



Footnote) 



•I This rdporl m prapared for the CItliens' Coailsslon on CUll 
Xghti (c/o Center for Hitlonal Policy Beilev, Catholic UnHerjUif, 
yaatilngtofl D.C., Z006i|) and appears, with a shorter title, is an 

appendli in their report, "A Decent lion » mport on the 

Continuing Failure of the Federal CovernMnt to Provide Equal Housing 
Opportunity," Uprll, m> It Is based on prelUlnary results fr« 
the researoh project, "The Trend In llesldeiillal Segregation," 
supported by the National Solenrj Foundation under Grant No. SES 
80255^3, with further help froa Population Jeaearoh Center Grant 
IID05816-I2 fro« the National Institute of Child Health and Hman 
Developoent to the Center for Dewgraphy end Ecology, University of 
Vlsconsln. ilny opinions, findings, and conoluilons or recoanendatlona 
ejpressed In this report are those of the author and do not 
necessarily refleot the views of the NSF, NICHD, or Cltljens- 
Comlsslon. 

•2 The data presented are based on 19110 oensus final population 
counts classified by race, as released on the P.L. 91-171 CMputer 
tape flies. Census data are luperfeot; no adjustaents have been aade 
for undercount or other errors, Haclal Identification Is based on 
seir-deslgnatlon; the reported categories are here collapsed Into 
black and nonblaok. Nonblaok Includes various "races" tallied for 
census purposes, such as Chinese, Vletnaiiese, and Native taerlcans, as 
wll aa those recorded as irtilte. In wst of the 28 cities, nearly all 



"nonblaoks" are "whiles." In a few, juoh as Oakland and Loa tajaUai 
■any nonblacka are leibers of other nonwhUt 'faces.* INia prellilnary 
analyala'also overlooks other ithnlo Identities which ihoyW bi 
included In a lore ooiprehenshi asseJMent of legregalloii. U 
particular, persons Identified by the censua as of SpinUh origin are 
here Included lalnly In the nonblaok category. *npth»r lUltatlon of 
the analysis reported here Is the restriction to cUles. Hany of the 
dynanlcs of residential aejregatlon have to do with racial and ethnic 
patterns of suburbanization. This analysis owalders only Iha 
patterns of segregation Mong those blacks and nonblaoks who at the 
tlie of the census resided in the central olty (e«cept for Nashville, 
which in 1980 census reports Is lerged with Davidson County). Future 
reports froo this researoh project will take account of these racial, 
ethnic, and geographic coipleUlles. 

•3 Sorensen, I Taeuber, and L. Holllngsworth, Jr.. "Indewa of 
Haclal Sealdenllal Segregation for 109 CltHs In the United States, 
19110 to 1970," Sociological Foous 8 (April, 1975): 125-H2; Taeuber, 
K., and L Taeuber, Negroes In Cities (Chicago: lldlne, H65). 
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Table 1. Heasures of Residential Segregation for Cities with Black Population of Hor^e than 100,000 in 1980 



.City 



Population 
(in thousands) 
Total Black 



Segregation Index 
Percent (Dissimilarity)' 
Black 



Uivingin 
Hotno^geneous Blocks 
197r Blacks Nonblacks 



Exposure Index 
Blacks to Nonblacks 
Nonblacks to Blacks 



New York, NY 
Chicago, IL 
Detroit, HI 
Philadelphia, PA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Washington, DC 
Houston, TX 
Baltimore, HD . 
New Orleans, LA 
Memphis, TN 
Atlanta, GA 
Dallas, TX ■ 
Cleveland, OH . 
St. Louis, MO 
Newark, NJ 
Oakland, CA 
Birmingham, AL 
Indianapolis, IN 
Milwaukee, WI . 
Jacksonville, FL 
Cincinnati, OH 
Boston, MA 
Columbus, OH 
Kansas City, MO 
Richmond, VA 
Gary, IN 
Nashville, TN^ 
Pittsburgh, PA 



7,071 1,781 
3.005 1,197 



1,203 
1,688 
2,967 

638 
1,591 

78? 

55? 

m 

125 
901 
571 
153 
392 
339 
281 
701 
636 
511 
385 
563 
565 
118 
219 
152 
156 
121' 



759 
639 
505 
118 
110 
131 
308 
308 
283 
266 

251 
206 
192 
159 
158 
153 
117 
137 
130 
126 
125 
123 
112 
108 
106 
102 



25 
10 

63 

38 

17 

70 

28 

55 

55 

18 

67 

29 

11 

16 

58 

17 

56 

22 

23 

25 

31 

22 

22 

2?.; 

51 

71 

23 

21 



75 
92 
73 
88 
81 
79 
81 
86 

^85 

86 

83' 

91 

90\ 

76' 

59 

85 

83 

80 

82 

79 
80 

75 
86 
79 
68 
80 
83 



77 
93 
82 
84 
90 
79 
93 
89 
81 
92 
92 
96 
90 
90 
76 
70 
92 
90 
88 
91 
81 
81 
86 
90 
91 
81 
;90 
^^86 



1 ' 
20 
12 
11 

1 

12 
25 
21 
25 
35 
28 
25 
18 
22 

9 
2 

16 
17 
6 

"l1 
7 

. 3 
7 

18 
32 
29 
)7 
13 



31 
59 
28 

61, 

33 

- 10 
\ 13 

\M 

'32 

67\ 
67^ 
18 
7 

'51 
56 
50 
16 
31 
13 
32 
55 
'31 
19- 
10 
52 



30 

8' 
11 
12 
29 

9 

20 
10 
15 
12 

7 
18 

8 

8 
11 

30 
10' 
22^ 
25 
19 
21 
27 
31 
17 
15 
11 
24 
20 



1 



Segregation measures are based on the census count of black and Inonblack persons in each city block. 
Census data for Nashville in 1980 include all of Davidson Countyl 
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24 
8 
6 

22 
8 
12 
19 
11 
14 
7 
6 

7 

20 

27 
12 
6 
7 
,.6 
11 
8 
9 
6 
15 
■34 
7 
6 
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